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June 28, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“The Lion and the Ass”

Shall we pray …

Today we are going to deal with a lot of scriptures and unless you’re very fast in turning in your Bible, I would suggest that everyone have your pad and pen or pencil ready and write down the scripture references. In the interest of time, I cannot wait for you to turn there. I will be reading the scripture as soon as I give you the reference. I suggest that you write the reference and listen carefully to the scripture that is quoted and listen carefully to the comments that I make. You can follow along with me on the screen.
For most of the sermon you will wonder where Pastor Vaughn is going with it, but trust me, it will all come together at the end. You will want to be sure that it is not you in the conclusion.

Are you ready to write? Does everyone have something to write on and a writing instrument?

First scripture: 

Revelation 1:3  “Blessed [is] he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time [is] at hand.” So God is telling us we will get a blessing from reading and hearing prophecy.
Amos 3:7  “Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.” God reveals to His true prophets those things He wants us to understand.
Deuteronomy 29:29  “The secret [things belong] unto the LORD our God: but those [things which are] revealed [belong] unto us and to our children for ever, that [we] may do all the words of this law.” There is much that God does not want us to know, but what He wants us to know He has revealed by His prophets and there should be no speculation.

Now we are going to read a long narrative and on this you can turn in your Bibles to: 1 Kings 13:1-26. When I stop, do not read on or you will miss the important instruction. Listen to my comments and then I will tell when we are to read next.
1 Kings 13:1 “And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. Stop! Give me your eyes and ears. Get the picture now, a prophet of God has come to Bethel which means House of God, where the king of Judah Jeroboam was burning incense at the altar. 
Remember Solomon’s wicked son Rehoboam was reigning in Jerusalem and the 10 tribes of Israel pulled away from Jerusalem when Rehoboam was going to put much heavier taxes on all the tribes and set Jeroboam to be their king. To keep the people he reigned over from going to Jerusalem on holy days, he set two golden calves, one in Bethel and one in Dan.  He said in 1 Kings chapter 12 and verse 29, 
 “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.”  So Jeroboam was plunging the people back into idolatry. So what we previously read in 13:1 this prophet came to Bethel where the king was burning incense. Verses 2 & 3.
 1 Kings 13:2
And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee.  

 13:3
And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This [is] the sign which the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that [are] upon it shall be poured out.  STOP!  Now under ordinary circumstances when a prophet would defy a king with such a curse, the king would have him executed on the spot. Verses 4 & 5.
 13:4
And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him.  

 13:5
The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the LORD.  STOP!  Notice there was no delay in God fulfilling the prophecy and the punishment to the altar, but notice also a judgment came on the king. His hand was immediately withered. Verse 6.

13:6
And the king answered and said unto the man of God, Entreat now the face of the LORD thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored me again. And the man of God besought the LORD, and the king's hand was restored him again, and became as [it was] before.  STOP!  Do you see what we have here? We have a present truth preacher/prophet that is also a medical missionary. Do you see that? Verses 7-9.

13:7
And the king said unto the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward.  

 13:8
And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in this place:  

 13:9
For so was it charged me by the word of the LORD, saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way that thou camest.  STOP! Don’t miss this. This present truth preacher/prophet was given special instructions from God which he must follow entirely.
 Verse 10.
13:10
So he went another way, and returned not by the way that he came to Bethel.  So far he is following God’s instructions. Verses 11-14.
13:11
Now there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel; and his sons came and told him all the works that the man of God had done that day in Bethel: the words which he had spoken unto the king, them they told also to their father.  

 And their father said unto them, What way went he? For his sons had seen what way the man of God went, which came from Judah.  

 13:13
And he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. So they saddled him the ass: and he rode thereon,  

13:14
 And went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak: and he said unto him, [Art] thou the man of God that camest from Judah? And he said, I [am].  Where did the man find the prophet of God? Sitting under an oak. I will come back to that later.
 Verses 15-18

13:15
Then he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread.  

13:16
And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place:  

13:17
For it was said to me by the word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest.  

13:18
He said unto him, I [am] a prophet also as thou [art]; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. [But] he lied unto him.  STOP! Do you see what just happened? A false prophet claiming to be a true prophet lied and said an angel told him to do opposite of what God’s clear instructions were. God’s clear instructions to Adam and Eve were that if they eat of the forbidden tree they shall surely die. They got that directly from God. But a talking serpent said “ye shall not surely die.” What’s the lesson here for us? When present truth is from the Bible or the Spirit of Prophecy, we are not to accept anything from any person that tells us the opposite. Do you see that? 
Verse 19.
13:19
So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank water.  So the true prophet listended to a man and disobeyed God. 
Verse 20.
13:20
And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the LORD came unto the prophet that brought him back:  So now God speaks to the false prophet with a message that he is to give to the true prophet. 
Verses 21 & 22.
13:21
And he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the LORD, and hast not kept the commandment which the LORD thy God commanded thee,  

 13:22
But camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the which [the LORD] did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers.  STOP! Do you understand what has happened here? Please give me your eyes and ears because you do not want to miss what I am going to tell you next. This man is given to appetite. God gave him clear instruction but the man with some hunger pains, yielded to another man and put his stomach ahead of God’s instruction. How does that affect us? We have clear instruction on what we are to eat and what we are not to eat as His church of the last days. We listen to others or we listen to our own faulty reasoning, thinking that we can keep on eating diseased flesh foods, as if some magical time in the future we will suddenly quit. Brothers and sisters, a serious disease may come first. We need to pay attention to what God is showing us here. This story is for us. Will we listen? 
Verses 23-26.
13:23
And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, [to wit], for the prophet whom he had brought back.  

 13:24
And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase.  

 13:25
And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion standing by the carcase: and they came and told [it] in the city where the old prophet dwelt.  

13:26
And when the prophet that brought him back from the way heard [thereof], he said, It [is] the man of God, who was disobedient unto the word of the LORD: therefore the LORD hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake unto him.” I am going to comment on these verses later. Now I am going to go through several more scriptures, so be sure to write down the references and listen to each verse and the comments.
Jeremiah 7:25  “Since the day that your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day I have even sent unto you all my servants the prophets, daily rising up early and sending [them]:” The children of Israel always had the clear instructions from God’s prophets, just as His remnant church today has the Spirit of Prophecy. The question is, do we follow God’s instructions or do we follow inclination? 

Now do you remember in 1 Kings 13:14 where the false prophet found the man of God sitting? Under and oak. Let us understand the significance of the oak as it pertains to God’s man, which will have an application that we need to know. 
Next scripture:
Genesis 35:4  “And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which [were] in their hand, and [all their] earrings which [were] in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which [was] by Shechem.” The strange gods were all their jewelry which represent idols and worldliness and hid them under an oak. Could the placement of idols under an oak be tied into idolatry? 
Next scripture:
Ezekiel 6:13  “Then shall ye know that I [am] the LORD, when their slain [men] shall be among their idols round about their altars, upon every high hill, in all the tops of the mountains, and under every green tree, and under every thick oak, the place where they did offer sweet savour to all their idols.” This scripture definitely makes the connection of the oak with idolatry. 
Now I want you to turn to Joshua 24:20-22 
24:20 
If ye forsake the LORD, and serve strange gods, then he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, after that he hath done you good. What a warning this is to God’s last day people.  
 24:21
And the people said unto Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the LORD.  

 24:22
And Joshua said unto the people, Ye [are] witnesses against yourselves that ye have chosen you the LORD, to serve him. And they said, [We are] witnesses.  STOP! When we say we will follow the Lord and all that He wants us to do, and then go against the clear instructions against appetite and worldliness, we become witnesses against ourselves. Do you see that? We are running out of preparation time. 
Verses 23-27:
24:23
Now therefore put away, [said he], the strange gods which [are] among you, and incline your heart unto the LORD God of Israel.  

 24:24
And the people said unto Joshua, The LORD our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey.  

 24:25
So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.  

 24:26
And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God, and took a great stone, and set it up there under an oak, that [was] by the sanctuary of the LORD.  

 24:27
And Joshua said unto all the people, Behold, this stone shall be a witness unto us; for it hath heard all the words of the LORD which he spake unto us: it shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your God.”  So the people buried their worldliness under and oak and Joshua put the stone under the oak to serve as a witness unto the people of God. 
Now let’s turn back to 1 Kings 13:21-24 and explain those verses.

13:21
“And he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the LORD, and hast not kept the commandment which the LORD thy God commanded thee,  
 13:22
But camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the which [the LORD] did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers.  

13:23
And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, [to wit], for the prophet whom he had brought back.  

 13:24
And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase.” STOP! Notice something unusual here. God sent a lion to kill this prophet who was given to appetite and idolatry or worldliness. 
Let’s understand something about the character of the lion.           Next Verse

Nahum 2:11  “Where [is] the dwelling of the lions, and the feedingplace of the young lions, where the lion, [even] the old lion, walked, [and] the lion's whelp, and none made [them] afraid?” 
The lion has no fear of any enemy.
Isaiah 31:4. “For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, [he] will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof.” I would like to suggest when a historic SDA is fearlessly preaching our everlasting gospel message with all the courage of a lion roaring on his prey, he or she will be unfazed by the liberal ecumenical pastors and leaders who are trying to silence them with threats and warnings. So the lion is fearless and courageous. Now let us look at the characteristics of the ass. 
Turn to Job 39:5-7  
 “39:5
Who hath sent out the wild ass free? or who hath loosed the bands of the wild ass?  
 39:6
Whose house I have made the wilderness, and the barren land his dwellings.  

 39:7
He scorneth the multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the crying of the driver.” 
The ass can be one of the most stubborn of animals.

Next Verse

Amos 3:8  “The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord GOD hath spoken, who can but prophesy?”  Who will speak for the Lord, crying aloud and sparing not in these last days?

Next Verse

1 Corinthians 9:27  “But I keep under my body, and bring [it] into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” Do our appetites and our lives present a true sermon to the world, or is it a false witness?
Let’s notice two more things about 1 Kings Verses 13:23-24.

13:23
And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, [to wit], for the prophet whom he had brought back.  

 13:24
And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase.  


STOP! God sent the lion to slay His disobedient present truth, medical missionary prophet. We need to understand that God is no respecter of persons. If we continue to be willfully disobedient to the light He has given us for the remnant of this last generation, we may be blotting our own names out of the Lamb’s Book of Life. Verse 25

13:25 
And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion standing by the carcase: and they came and told [it] in the city where the old prophet dwelt.  STOP! When a lion kills his prey, he generally eats the carcase; but this lion only stood by it. Now the ass would normally be frightened by the lion and run to save his own life. But he stood on the other side of the carcase. They were a witness to all who passed by this man as to his character.  He was both proud and stubborn, just like so many Seventh-day Adventist leaders and lay members today. We have the scriptural, doctrinal truth. We have all the counsel to the Remnant in the Spirit of Prophecy; but we love our forbidden fruits and our idols. The world has a fatal attraction that many SDA’s do not want to let go. 

Verse 26

13:26 
And when the prophet that brought him back from the way heard [thereof], he said, It [is] the man of God, who was disobedient unto the word of the LORD: therefore the LORD hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake unto him.”
The lion and the ass represent many of both the leadership and the laity within the Seventh-day Adventist Church today. Are we to proud to acknowledge our sins and maybe too stubborn to acknowledge our pride?
I believe it was God who sent Victory this message as a clear warning that we need to stop our procrastinating in doing what we know we need to do. We can no longer delay preparation for the final crisis. We need to be obedient to the specifics of God’s instructions.
Proverbs10:17 
“He [is in] the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth.”

The lesson on what God did to His prophet tells us that no matter how righteous we think we are, God is no respecter of persons and if our appetites and our worldliness is not corrected, we may very well be coming up in the second resurrection.           
Let us pray …
